
WISHING EVERYONE IN BEYTON A 

Wonderful Christmas
December 2017/January 2018

Beyton Village News



Dates For Your Diaries – 2017-2018

Beyton Parish Council Meetings 2017/2018
No meeting in December
Monday 8th January

Monday 5th February

Carol Singing 
Wednesday 3rd December 6pm Old Bus Shelter

BVA Meeting  
Thursday 4th January 8pm meet at The Bear 

Village Walk
Sunday 7th January 10am Old Bus Shelter

Safari Supper
Saturday 3rd February 

Beyton Quiz Night 
Date TBC Early March   More details to follow

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION 
Please let us have any contributions by Friday 19th January 2018 at the latest 
for consideration for the next edition. Copy received after the deadline will not be 
included in that issue.
Send to: editor@beytonvillage.news – Letters welcome

All meetings are held at 7.30pm in The Vestry, Beyton 
Church. Please also look on our website: https://beyton.

suffolk.cloud or village notice boards for details.
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Editor’s Welcome
A largely dry and very pretty Autumn is now behind us, we had a wonderful 
Bonfire Night as always with a huge turnout and an amazing display of fireworks 
– thanks to everyone involved for the hard work that went into putting that 
event on.

There’s an interesting letter on page 10 regarding the future shape of our 
village. What is your response? If you have any opinions please feel free to share 
them editor@beytonvillage.news

Editor 

Beyton Parish Council
Chairman’s Report

Parish Council Members
I am very pleased to announce that Tim Ridyard has agreed to become a 
member of Beyton Parish Council. Tim, Claire and their two daughters have 
lived in Beyton for over 25 years, please join with me in welcoming Tim to the 
council. We have also another volunteer and I hope to advise that we shall have 
reached our full complement of seven in the New Year. 

Local Plan for Mid Suffolk and Beyton
Mid Suffolk District Council issued a consultation document of their ideas for 
Local Planning in the area, I hope that all those interested in the future of our 
village managed to look at the document and post their opinions. 

Following two open meetings, twelve volunteers combed the very 
comprehensive document to respond on behalf of the Parish Council. A very 
big thanks should go to those team members and particularly to Councillor 
Adele Pope for her expertise in keeping the team focussed and bringing all the 
input together. Adele’s hard work was acknowledged by our District Councillor, 
Derrick Haley.

One of the key takeaways from this exercise is that if we really want to influence 
planning in Beyton we must be proactive and prepare a Neighbourhood Plan – 
more volunteers will be required to do this.    

Village Green Lease
I hope to be able to report progress in the next edition of the BVN.

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas 
and every good wish for the New Year
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Emergency Plan
The plan is in place and available on the Beyton website. I hope you have read 
the request in the last issue of the BVN to identify vulnerable people within our 
community who may need special care in the event of an emergency. If you 
know of anyone please contact Pat Lamb, Clerk to Beyton PC (01359 233288 or 
by email to beytonparishclerk@gmail.com )

Clean-up Beyton
A worthwhile morning was enjoyed by 20 volunteers rounded off by refreshments 
at The Bear (great food and drinks by Hannah and Garry) Many of the intrepid 
litter pickers commented “what good fun and an excellent opportunity to  
meet old and new friends in the village “– Why not join us in the next clean-up 
in March?

Beyton Bonfire Night
Another fantastic evening organised by Beyton Village Association, with kind 
permission of Marie and Colin Kennedy. The BVA always manages to turn up 
trumps with splendid events for our enjoyment – well done to the team.

As we approach the festive season, the Parish Council would like to wish you all 
a very Happy Christmas and good health and happiness in the New Year. 

Yours
Graham Jones
Chairman, Beyton Parish Council

Thurston Beyton & Hessett  
Conservative Association

There will be a Christmas Coffee Morning on Saturday 2nd December 2017 at 
the home of Shirley & Roger Bowden Field House Thedwastre Road Thurston at 
10.30am. Cost £7 to include wine, refreshments and coffee. There will also be 
the usual raffle. Any enquiries please telephone 270084.
 
The AGM of the Association will be held at the New Green Centre at 8pm on 
Monday 5th February 2018.
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Letter to The Editor
On Saturday, 11th of 11th I had the great privilege to escort a 99 year old Desert 
Rat veteran as guests of honour at The Royal Albert Hall Armistice Festival of 
Remembrance.

Her Majesty The Queen, HRH Duke of Edinburgh, HRH The Prince of Wales, HRH 
The Duchess of Cornwall (our patron) and many senior members of the Royal Family 
plus the government and heads of The Armed Forces gathered to celebrate and pay 
respects to those who have and do serve us all.

This amazing event conducted by The Royal British Legion brings the Poppy 
Appeal to a crescendo and gives us all an opportunity to thank our armed forces.

If you watched the television programme you would have seen an on 
screen interview with the RSM Leonard Burritt – Royal Corp of Signals being 
interviewed and then both Len and Dr William Franklin a 105 year old Desert 
Rat veteran were filmed and were greeted by tumultuous applause with all 
the Royal Family joining in especially the Duchess of Cornwall.

If you watch the film you will see half of me to the left hand side of Len 
(don’t let that put you off!) what it does show is my medals; The British Empire 
medal and my Royal British Legion Medal with bars up to 60 years. In fact I have 
now served 62 years collecting and supporting the Poppy Appeal.

I am extremely proud to have done so and will continue for as long as I can. 
I thoroughly enjoy collecting in Beyton and Bury St Edmunds. The area I do is 
somewhat smaller these days but as our honorary organiser Graham Jones has 
struggled to replace those who have retired we, his team, have to cover what we 
can. As I say I also collect in Bury and I help to 
organise the Desert rats event at Mundford  
on Sunday.

Could I ask you to consider that this charity should 
be dear to all our hearts and consciences? It only 
takes a little time, perhaps an hour or two once a 
year. It will be enjoyable I assure you and you will 
take the pressure off Graham’s team and most 
importantly you will add your respects to those of 
this village who served in both wars and since and 
the many who gave their lives for our freedom.

Rod Scott 

A Message to Friends
Mr Jack Maydom of Field Close, would like to wish  

all his friends and neighbours a very 

merry Christmas and a happy new year 
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The News from  
Thurston Community College

This term we held our Sixth Form Open Evening, which was very well attended 
by our Year 11 students and their parents and carers. We were also delighted 
to welcome students from 10 other local schools, who are considering joining 
our Sixth Form in September 2018. There was a palpable buzz of excitement on 
the night, confirming that our visitors had a positive experience and felt inspired 
by the prospect of Advanced Level study at Thurston Sixth: Beyton Campus.  

Life in the Sixth Form has changed considerably over recent years and I am 
sure you would find it both interesting and enlightening to read our current 
Sixth Form Prospectus*. The prospectus delivers information about the 30 
plus courses we offer and provides advice for students on choosing the right 
course for them as an individual. This will be just one step on their career path, 
but it is a hugely significant ‘next step’ for the majority of our students. 
* http://www.thurstoncollege.org/docs/General/Sixth_Form/Sixth_Form_Prospectus.pdf

There will be more news 
from Thurston Community 
College in future editions.

 

Best wishes
Helen Wilson
Principal

6
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BVA Report
BVA News Latest 
Beyton yet again hosted a stunning bonfire and firework display that everyone 
agreed was the best ever. It all kicked off with a traditional Guy competition and 
the lighting of the (very large), bonfire. Thank you to Andy Rollett for producing 
yet another masterpiece. The fireworks lasted over half an hour and were 
superb. Thanks also go to Steve Williams and Graham Jones for all their hard 
work in setting them off. Stalls sold glow sticks, hot chocolate and mulled wine 
and this year there were two barbecues, one of which was run by members 
of the United States Airforce from Lakenheath. They handed out corn 
dogs made at their base which went down very well. These are sausages on a 
stick that are coated in a thick layer of cornmeal batter and deep fried. Many 
thanks go to Theresa, Omar, Pat and Garry for their enthusiasm and hard work.

The crowd easily numbered over a thousand and many thanks go to everyone 
involved in the preparations, the event itself and the clearing away the next day. 
A profit of just under £500 was made which will be used to fund charitable 
donations and to finance forthcoming events. Many thanks go to Colin and 
Marie Kennedy for allowing the village to use their field. (If anyone has any 
photographs of this event, or of any other, the BVA would love to hear from you).

Dates For Your Diary Include:
CAROL SINGING around the Village Green Wednesday 3rd December. We will 
meet at the old bus shelter at 6pm. The designated charity this year is Sunday 
Suppers. (Three times a week, Sunday, Monday and Thursday, the homeless 
and those in need are given a hot evening meal in Bury). The Bear have very 
kindly agreed to host the singers afterwards laying on nibbles and mulled wine.
Please join us even if you are terrible at singing!

The next VILLAGE WALK will take place on Sunday 7th January at 10am. This 
will begin at the old bus shelter and will last about two hours.

A SAFARI SUPPER is being held on Saturday 3rd February.(This is a dinner 
party in which each successive course is prepared and eaten at the home of a 
different host). This is great fun and a good way of meeting other villagers. For 
more information contact Val on 271959.

BEYTON QUIZ NIGHT will be held in early March at Beyton Campus (the date 
to be arranged).

The next BVA MEETING will be on Thursday 4th January at 8pm in The Bear. 
All are welcome. For any further details concerning the BVA contact Trish  
on 271971.



Hessett & Beyton Village Hall Lottery
Oct 1st prize Brenda Picking 
 2nd prize Joe Phelps  
 3rd prize N Wignall 

Nov 1st prize Andy Stimpson Hessett 
 2nd prize Keith Robinson Hessett  
 3rd prize Veronica Scrope Beyton 

Nov 1st prize Sue Brown Hessett 
 2nd prize Pat Turner Beyton  
 3rd prize Moira Martin Hessett

My thanks to all who have participated in the Lottery this year which has 
been a great help to upkeep of this small facility. I am pleased to report an 
increased usage lately and long may this continue. I can also say that we 
shall be running another monthly Lottery next year and we look forward to 
your support once again.

Roger Wyartt
Chairman, Beyton & Hessett Village Hall Committee
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A big Thank You to all involved!
Octave Vocal Ensemble Concert Sat 2nd Dec 2017

In support of Dive-Aid Working to restore the Swimming 
Pool in Beyton
Dear all
Thanks very much to all involved for all the help you gave in 
putting on the concert last Saturday. The singers had a lovely time, 
and hopefully the audience did too, even if it was a bit small. My 
grandchildren had a ball, and have now devised their own ‘concert’, 
complete with Raffle and refreshments. So far, they have raised 
£10 more for the pool, mostly from their nearest and dearest! Their 
enthusiasm is inspiring.

Thanks again and have a lovely Christmas
Cathy



MUSIC AT THE WHITE HORSE
MON 18TH DECEMBER 8:00PM

Murray & Harry play acoustic rhythm  

and bass guitar with vocals from popular  

60s & 70s rock, folk & ballads.
FREE ENTRY

Hat Collection

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
“for our tomorrow, they gave their today”

Once again, a very big thank you to the Beyton residents for their generous 
contributions to the Poppy Appeal. With your support our dedicated collectors 
managed the sum of £632 Whilst, I’m sure that this total will be gratefully 
received and put to good use in supporting our service men and women, our 
contribution unfortunately fell short of last year’s total of £700.

The achievement was only possible because of our tribe of volunteers, 
special thanks to them for a job well done. Door to door collectors; Pat Wells, 
Sheila Mole, Barbara Jones, Rod Scott and Jon Rapley also the static box holders, 
Barry and Jane at the White Horse, Dave and Andy from 
Beyton Garage, Mandy at Thurston Community College and 
Hannah and Garry from The Bear. We could do better if we 
had more help – why not join us next year.

Graham Jones
Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator,  
Beyton

BVA Next Village Walk
The last walk was well attended with both new participants and familiar faces, 
and many people brought their dogs along as well. 

Our first walk of the New Year is on Sunday 7th January. We will be doing a 
circular route to Hessett, Drinkstone, Tostock and back via the footpaths and 
lanes, a total of just over 5 miles. Meet at the old bus shelter on The Green at 
10.00am. Hope to see you there. 
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*STOP PRESS*  
I am delighted 

to report that a 
final donation has 

taken the total  
to £701!
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Letter to the Editor
Is Beyton Slowly Dying?

When we moved here 32 years ago Beyton was a very different place. It had a 
post office, a shop, a garage, a garden nursery, a farmyard and young families 
with children. All of that has gone, the village has changed as we have grown 
older together.

To my mind, two things say a lot about the shape of our community. Firstly, 
the ratio of dogs to children, secondly the ratio of spare bedrooms to occupied 
bedrooms. Unless I am wildly mistaken, Beyton probably now has more dogs 
than children and more spare bedrooms than occupied bedrooms. Could that 
be an indication that our village is ageing, if not dying?

Officially Beyton is now a ‘Hinterland Village’. Basically that means those who 
live here go somewhere else for everything they need. That’s true of course, 
but I’m not sure how individuals manage when they reach the stage where they 
cannot walk, cycle or drive and only a limited bus service is available.

Don’t get me wrong, Beyton is not dead. We’ve gained a lot of very large new 
houses and I’m quite certain there is a great deal of experience, wisdom and 
talent around, not to mention wealth. Unfortunately not all of it is used for the 
benefit of the community, and the total energy level in the village appears to be 
somewhat lower than it was. When the 6th Form Campus was being established 
we were promised attractive benefits but got nothing. Where the village was 
once vibrant and full of life, it now seems more of a resting place.

Where have the young people gone? After a good education, many got a 
taste of life away from home and didn’t want to come back. It wasn’t the cost of 
housing that meant they didn’t hang around, life looked a lot more exciting in 
the likes of Cambridge, London or overseas.

The new Joint Local Plan by Babergh and Mid-Suffolk District Council (currently 
in draft) looks ahead to 2036. At a recent public progress meeting in Beyton 
the average age of the audience was well over 65 yrs. Where were the young 
people? If there are any, surely they are the ones who should be concerned 
about how things will look in 20 years time rather than us oldies. Mind you, 
discussing which core group Stowlangtoft should be linked to is not the most 
exciting of topics on a Thursday evening for anyone.

The proposed Plan doesn’t seem to change things much for us as far as I 
can see. Is that what you want? I hope you submitted your personal comments 
before the deadline (10 Nov) or failing that, will give your full support to the 
Parish Council who spoke on your behalf and were commendably active.

Roger Brand



1110

Contact Information

Beyton Village News Comments & Contributions
email: editor@beytonvillage.news

Websites Twitter
http://beyton.suffolk.cloud  @beytontweets
www.Beytonvillage.tumblr.com @thurstoncollege
 

Facebook 
Beyton
Beyton Village Association
The Bear Inn Beyton
The White Horse Beyton

Beyton All Saints Church 
Rector Nick Cutler – 01359 270250      www.allsaintsbeyton.co.uk

Shops 
Thurston – Cracknells 
Tel 270256 – Opening hrs: Mon-Sat 7am-9pm, Sunday 8am-9pm
Thurston – PO Londis 
Tel 230450 – Opening hrs: Mon-Sat 6:30am-8:30pm, Sunday 8.00am-6pm
Rougham – PO  
Tel 270201 – Opening hrs: Mon-Fri 7.30am-6pm, Sat 9am-12.30, Sun 9am-12

Garages
Beyton Garage Tel 01359 271166
Bradfield Bennicks Tel 01284 386766
Thurston Cracknells Tel 01359 270256

Pubs Restaurants
The Bear Inn Tel 01359 270249
The White Horse Tel 01359 270324

PC 
Geese information  
beytongeese@outlook.com
Clerk 
Pat Lamb – Tel 01359 233288
beytonparishclerk@gmail.com




