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December/January 2017

Beyton Village News

M
ER

R Y  C H R I S T M A S !

Sorry it’s late!
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Dates For Your Diaries – 2017
Beyton Parish Council Meetings 2017
Mon 9th January
Mon 6th February 
Mon 6th March
Mon 3rd April 

All meetings are held at 7.30pm in The Vestry, Beyton Church. Please also look on our 
website: www.thebeytonguide.co.uk or village notice boards for details.

Deadline For Next Edition – Friday 18th January 2017
Please let us have any contributions by Friday 20th January 2017 at the 
latest for consideration for the next edition Copy received after the deadline 
will not be included in that issue.
Send to: editor@beytonvillage.news

Mon 4th September 
Mon 2nd October 
Mon 27th November 

Village Walk
 
The first village walk of the New Year is on Sunday 8th January – come and join us 
to work off those Christmas calories. Meet in the White Horse car park at 1.30pm. 
After a walk on the footpaths around Beyton it is back to the White Horse for cake, 
scones and cream and tea/coffee (£5.00 per person). Hope to see you there!

Christmas Message
Mr Jack Maydom of 4 Field Close, Beyton would like 
to wish all his friends and neighbours in the village a 
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

Hessett & Beyton Village Hall Report
Here are the results of the latest draw in the Village Hall Lottery:
October 1st  D Matthews  2nd M Poulter 3rd J Dockerty
November 1st  Joyce Digby 2nd B Bellerby 3rd Pat Hayes
Thanks again to all you supporters out there for your help to maintain this facility.

Roger Wyartt, Chairman

Mon 8th May 
Mon 5th June
Mon 10th July 
August – No Meetings 
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Beyton Parish Council
Chairman’s Report

We are well and truly into the end of Autumn and what a spectacular display 
Mother Nature gave us this year. The tree colours have been a delight to see and 
have of course enhanced the beauty of our village. Oh, I just forgot, we now have 
a garden full of leaves, clearing up will keep me off the streets and out of the 
pubs for a while. I would like to make a special comment and thanks to our local 
farmers as they have been particularly busy this year trimming hedgerows and 
clearing ditches – nice job guys.

Speeding in Beyton
Finally orders have been placed for a new Speed Camera and VAS (Vehicle 
Activation Sensor) for the Beyton Speed Watch (CSW) team. This is a major 
investment in the quest to make our roads safe. The cost is £5,500 however, we 
have been lucky to receive £2,000 from our County Councillor, Penny Otton 
with further donations of £1,750 each from the Beyton Village Association and 
Parish Council.

Events Noticeboard
I hope that you have noticed the blackboard on the front of the old bus 
shelter doors, if you haven’t then it is not working! The board is the idea of 
Max McGillivray to alert villagers to forthcoming events and may be used by 
anyone wishing to publicise what’s on in Beyton. Please let me know if you wish 
publicise an event and I will give you the chalk pen – I never knew that I had 
such power!

By the way, the blackboard was donated by Thurston Community College, 
another example of the increasing collaboration with our learned friends.

Autumn Clean-up
This year the clean-up was combined with the opening ceremonies of the Village 
Map and Defibrillator, more of these later. Twenty five people joined the cleaning 
campaign and as usual the worst affected areas were the the two slipways off the 
A14 and the lay-bys along Bury road. I never cease to be amazed by what some 
people dump in the countryside. Jo Churchill, our MP stayed on after opening 
the Defibrillator and the New Village Map but unfortunately had to miss the 
beers afterwards and the excellent spread put on by Hannah and Garry in The 
Bear for all the volunteers. Who said volunteers are not adequately rewarded?  
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Village Green Lease
Apologies, I have not been able to pursue this subject because of other 
commitments, however, the subject remains high on the PC’s agenda.

Flooding in the Village
Current status is as follows:
Thurston Road: The adjacent ditch was cleared last year, however, no 
preventative maintenance has been done this year, so keep your fingers crossed.
Quaker Lane: Suffolk County Council has completed the remedial work on 
the ditches and drains and have also filled in the potholes – we should be ok 
for the winter.
Manor Farm Drive: Suffolk County Council has agreed to investigate the 
performance of the soak-away at the junction with Thurston road, however, 
progress is slow.
Drinkstone Road. The farmer has made a great job of clearing foliage in the 
ditch and we just wait for Thurston Community College to clear their area.
One way street along the Green: The storm drains have been sucked clear.
The bottom line is many of the jobs have been done but not all. We shall continue 
work with Suffolk Highways to deliver the best solutions.

Highways
A few road issues have been reported to Suffolk Highways department and are 
awaiting action from their side. These are broken railings on the sharp bend 
at the junction of Thurston Road and the One Way Street, broken fence at the 
bottom of the A14 slip road, a two way road sign too faded to read at the top 
of the west bound slipway (one parishioner had to mount the grass verge as a 
lorry approached on the wrong side of the road towards Tostock). Finally a split 
willow tree on the edge of Quaker Lane.

Emergency Plan for Beyton
The draft plan will be reviewed by Suffolk County Council and the Environmental 
Agency in December.

Defibrillator
Around fifty people gathered on The Green to join in the unveiling of Beyton`s 
defibrillator, Jo Churchill officially handed over the equipment to Ruby Last on 
behalf of our community. What a rewarding moment for Ruby whose acceptance 
speech made all in attendance feel proud of our future generation. Purchase of 
the equipment was made possible by a grant from the National Lottery Fund.

Subsequent to the installation two training sessions were held at TCC with nearly 
forty attendees. The trainer from Community Heartbeat Trust stressed that the 
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defibrillator does not rely on “expert“ handling to be effective as the machine gives 
a simple step by step verbal instruction. The key message is that the defibrillator 
cannot harm the patient or the operator. Doing nothing in an emergency is not an 
option. Remember in any EMERGENCY – THE FIRST THING TO DO IS PHONE 
999 and the service will give you clear instruction on what to do.

Several people attending the training sessions enquired what to do if there are 
only two people in the home and one of them appears to have a cardiac arrest. 
The answer is simple, ring 999 and do not leave the patient. The Parish Council 
will set up a VETS (Volunteer Emergency Telephone System) in the village that 
can be called to have a “runner” collect the defibrillator for you. We already have 
six volunteers. Please wait for details in future publications of the BVN.

Beyton Geese
You may have noticed that one of our friendly flock was looking a bit dirty with 
its feathers stained brown. Nick Willis of Anglia Wildfowl was consulted and 
advised that maybe the goose needed worming or it may have eaten something 
that caused it to have diarrhoea. The feathers would become stained during the 
process of cleaning itself and the discoloured appearance would last for some 
period. Anyhow this goose is again feeding well with its friends. We are now 
giving supplementary feed to the flock as Nick Willis recommended as there is 
little nutrition in the grass at this time of the year. Feeding is taking place on the 
east side of The Green to encourage them spend less time on the play areas. 

Quaker Lane Noticeboard
Quaker Lane has a new red coloured noticeboard to replace the old more 
traditional one that has served the community well over the past few decades. 
My thanks to John Clarke for helping me with the installation.

Beyton Village Map
David Kemplay’s masterpiece was unveiled by Jo Churchill (we certainly kept her 
busy during her visit) on the 22nd of October. Smaller versions have been given 
to our two pubs and also to Beyton Garage. This should help delivery drivers find 
their destination and who knows, even Santa may find it useful on Christmas Eve.  

Cricket Bat Willows
Four Parishioners have now raised concern over the felling of 10 mature trees 
alongside the stream along the green. We have contacted the company that has 
historically managed the trees to explore the possibility for a compromised 
felling. The decision on how to proceed will basically come down to safety, the 
most important criteria and cost and will be considered at the PC meeting on 
Monday 28 November. We have also asked Dan Brown of Tall Trees to conduct 
an assessment of all the trees on the green.
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Beyton Website
We have a comprehensive new website thanks to Roger Brand, we should 
encourage all of the village clubs and associations to make use of this facility to 
allow parishioners a one stop shop to what`s on in Beyton. Roger will be very 
happy to receive your articles.

BVN
Many folks have expressed their praise and appreciation for our Beyton Village 
News, comments such as “magnificent” and “what a brilliant read” are typical 
– Well done Matt and team. We entered our magazine for the Suffolk Magazine 
of year competition, unfortunately we did not win. The winners in the larger 
village category were Ufford Punch and the smaller one, Levington & Stratton 
Hall. The comment for those entries that did not win being that the adjudicators 
want to see more content aimed at younger members of the community. There 
is always next year! 

Beyton Parish Council wishes you all a very Happy Christmas.
Graham Jones

New Village Website   
http://beyton.suffolk.cloud

Beyton has a new Official Village Website. After 10 years valuable service, the  
old version (thebeytonguide.co.uk) is unfortunately showing its age and 
will be turned off early in 2017. Its shiny replacement uses modern software 
(SilverStripe) and is online now. It already contains useful and interesting 
information including Parish Council business for the whole of 2016, pictures 
from the visit by Jo Churchill MP in October and even this edition of the Beyton 
Village News (BVN). Yes you can read it online too.

We would like to encourage all organisations within the village to join in. You 
can have your own space and manage your own content free of charge, bringing 
us together with everything related to Beyton in one place.

Please take a few minutes to visit the new site and let us know what you think.  
We are open to suggestions and welcome contributions, contact details are on the 
website. Look forward to hearing from you.

Roger Brand, webmaster
beyton.suffolk.cloud 

Note on access: you will probably need to use http://beyton.suffolk.cloud  
on the first occasion, thereafter just beyton.suffolk.cloud should work.   

(do not use www. or .co.uk or .com etc)
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15 December
Endurance Swimming – Ed Williams

26 January
Psychology Professor John Spencer  UEA – 
Memory and intelligence

Edward Williams is a marathon swimmer and speaker based in Cambridge 
UK. He first swam solo across the English Channel in 2006 aged 19 raising in 
excess of £60,000 for Prostate Cancer Research and this was the launch pad 
for a life dedication to swimming.
http://edwardwilliams.org.uk/

John P. Spencer is a Professor of Psychology. He joined the School in 2015. 
Prior to arriving in the UK, he was a Professor at the University of Iowa.
https://www.uea.ac.uk/psychology/people/profile/j-spencer

These talks are fabulous. 
3.30 pm In the campus. Beyton villagers welcome
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Clean Up Beyton . . .

. . . Bear food for collectors

Bonfire Night
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Beyton Village Defibrillator Opening 

Defibrillator Training

Beyton Village Map Opening 

Events Noticeboard
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Beyton Village Association

Activities and Plans
DO YOU KNOW HOW FEW PEOPLE RAN THE BEYTON BONFIRE?
AND FOR SO MANY VISITORS?
Hectic period with a massive attendance at the bonfire. Maybe twice the numbers 
of previous events.

Marvellous mood and fireworks and with the numbers a sell out on food.
BUT IF WE WANT BEYTON TO BE THE BENCHMARK VILLAGE IN THE 

AREA, then a few more people are going to have to do a little bit on the events 
that are run PLEASE.

SAFARI SUPPER
Hic! Burp! Bump! Fab fun for around 40 villagers. Great food was on offer and a 
round of conversations. Not usually my sort of thing but I had a great time. Try it 
next year. Many thanks to the hosts of the 3 courses and to Val for organising the 
right people in the right place.

NEXT EVENTS
Tue 20th December – CAROL SINGING
Meet at Bus Stop at 6.30pm. All welcome. Food and drink afterwards.

Wed 28th December – BEYTON PUB CRAWL  
For all. Come out for a quick drink or a few at both of our marvellous pubs this 
Christmas. Bring your friends and mix it up over a pint or two.

NEXT BVA ORGANISERS MEETING   
XX January 2017
Happy new year to all in Beyton

Let’s Do It! . . . For Beyton Swimming Pool
What a great time we all had on 3rd Dec  in the school Hall, enjoying lots of lovely 
music, and in the process raising £740 for Dive-Aid and the Pool renovation.

What’s next? Coffee morning/sponsored swim/
jumble sale??? Whatever your idea is . . . just do it for 
children of Beyton and the future of the Pool.

It’s important to remember that this is where 
children learn to swim and to be safe in the water, 
as well as having fun.
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Message in a Bottle
What is it?

Message in a Bottle is a scheme for assisting on home visits 
medical clinicians – doctors unfamiliar with a patient (out 
of hours), ambulance paramedics, community nurses – to 
quickly identify the medical conditions and treatment 
a patient is receiving. This is particularly helpful in an 
emergency or if the patient is living on their own.

The scheme is sponsored by the Lions Club business 
charity and operates across the country.  

How it works
The local Lions International Club provide a small plastic bottle which contains a 
simple form on which identifies any medical condition and the medication being 
given to the patient and other key information such as contacts. 

The form also allows any allergies to be recorded together with the GPs details 
and family or people who should be contacted in an emergency. 

The completed form is kept in the plastic bottle that is provided and is kept in 
a fridge door compartment. 

Two green sticky labels are also provided and one should be attached to the 
outside of the fridge and the other stuck on the inside of the front door at eye 
level in line to the door lock.

If an ambulance is called, then the information in the bottle can assist what the 
carer or neighbour is able to pass on to the paramedics.

The Ambulance Service, Doctors and the other emergency services are 
supporting this scheme as it helps the response to a call-out.

What’s next?
Can you think of anyone or a family where having a Message in Bottle in the 
fridge door might help in a medical emergency?

Beyton Parish Council is in the process of drafting an Emergency Plan in line 
with national guidelines to respond to any emergency such as flooding or a major 
power failure. The Message in a Bottle Scheme is going to form an Appendix.

Contact
If you would like a Message in a Bottle for a family member, neighbour or friend 
please contact me on 270220.

Jon Rapley
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 The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
“for our tomorrow, they gave their today”

A very big thank you to the residence of Beyton for their generous contributions 
to the Poppy Appeal. With your support our dedicated collectors managed the 
sum of £700.81 just a few pounds less than last year.

This excellent achievement was only possible because of our tribe of 
volunteers, and a special thanks and well done must go to them.

Door to Door Collectors: Pat Wells, Sheila Mole, Barbara Jones, Rod Scott and 
Jon Rapley,

Static Box holders: Barry and Jane at The White Horse, Dave and Andy from 
Beyton Garage, Mandy at Thurston Community College 

and Hannah and Garry from The Beyton Bear.

Graham Jones
Poppy Co-ordinator, Beyton

Dear Editor
 
Re: Beyton Village Geese

 
Firstly, thank you for yet another very interesting and informative newsletter.  
I am aware that producing literature to this standard is incredibly time 
consuming, so please rest assured that we always read ours and retain them 
as a reference for local trade’s people.

 I am aware that the village geese are the cause of some controversy; 
however, given that they are not going anywhere, I feel we have a duty of 
care to protect them and unwitting drivers not expecting to see geese in the 
middle of the road!

 With this in mind I feel we should consider having signs either end of the 
village asking drivers to be mindful of their speed limits. I have certainly 
seen villages with “toad crossings” and “duck crossings” signs in the past 
and I see no reason for us not to have something similar. 

Perhaps this could be considered at the next village meeting? Thank you, 
in advance.

 
Yours faithfully

Cheryl Cowell
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Contact Information
Beyton Village News Comments & Contributions
email: editor@beytonvillagenews.com 

Websites Twitter
www.Beytonvillage.tumblr.com @beytonvillage
www.thebeytonguide.co.uk @beytontweets
 @thurstoncollege

Facebook 
Beyton
Beyton Village Association
The Bear Inn Beyton
The White Horse Beyton

Beyton All Saints Church 
Rector Nick Cutler – 01359 270250      www.allsaintsbeyton.co.uk

Shops 
Thurston – Cracknells 
Tel 270256 – Opening hrs: Mon-Sat 7am-9pm, Sunday 8am-9pm
Thurston – PO Londis 
Tel 230450 – Opening hrs: Mon-Sat 6:30am-8:30pm, Sunday 8.00am-6pm
Rougham – PO  
Tel 270201 – Opening hrs: Mon-Fri 7.30am-6pm, Sat 9am-12.30, Sun 9am-12

Garages
Beyton Garage Tel 01359 271166
Bradfield Bennicks Tel 01284 386766
Thurston Cracknells Tel 01359 270256

Pubs Restaurants
The Bear Inn Tel 01359 270249
The White Horse Tel 01359 270324

PC 
Geese information  
beytongeese@outlook.com
Clerk 
Pat Lamb – Tel 01359 233288
beytonparishclerk@gmail.com


